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community of South Africa has not been given the opportunity
of making any nomination on its behalf to the membership of the
Commission. We may point out that the spirit of the passive resis-
tance struggle, ever since its commencement in 1907, has been
to secure a recognition from the Government of the fact that,
in matters touching the community, it is necessary to consult and
respect its wishes and sentiments before it can be expected to give
willing obedience to or acceptance of laws or matters affecting
the vital interests of the community. We feel that it was a grave
omission on the part of the Government, in selecting the Commis-
soners, not to have given an opportunity to the Indian com-
munity of submitting for appointment on the Commission two
names of gentlemen of known South African standing who, in
its opinion, could have guarded and specially represented its inte-
rests. This, in our humble opinion, is a fatal and fundamental
objection to the acceptance by the Indian community of the
Commission.
Moreover, we observe that the appointment of Mr. Ewald
Esselen, K.C., and Col. Wylie shows that the Government, for
reasons best known to itself, intended to give the commission a
partisan character, for it is within our knowledge that Mr. Es-
selen has expressed anti-Asiatic views in very strong language, and
that Col. Wylie has not only done likewise, but has even recently
given his opinion that the £3 tax levied on ex-indentured Indians
should be retained. Again, the acts of the military in connec-
tion with the strike will be before the Commission for investi-
gation. We hold that CoL Wylie, by reason of his prominent con-
nection with the military, is naturally an interested party. Against
Air. Esselen and CoL Wylie, as South African statesmen, we can
have nothing to say. The first undersigned has pleasant recollec-
tions of his professional connection with both Mr. Esselen and
CoL Wylie; and of CoL Wylie when he served under him during
the late Zulu rebellion as sergeant-major in charge of the Indian
Volunteer Ambulance Corps, that was formed,1 and whose services
were offered during that aim to the Government; and we have
oo doubt that, in so far as they could, they would endeavour to
sit as impartial judges on the Commission, but we cannot help
fearing that they share the common human failing of not being
able to divest themselves entirety of their bias. Much, however,
as we regret the appointment on tibe Commission of these gentle-
men, we do laot propose to raise any objection to their nomina-
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